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The carob tree (Ceratonia siliqua L.) has been grown mainly in Spain, Italy, Portugal, 
Greece, Cyprus, Morocco, Turkey, Israel, Algeria, and Tunisia. It is used for different 
purposes mainly in the areas of industry, afforestation, prevention of soil erosion, ornamental 
and human nutrition, and animal feed. Carob pods consist of two important parts. “Carob 
Kibbles” or the remaining pulp are used for animal and human nutrition, raw materials for 
industrial processing. “Carob Kernel” or seeds are very important for Locust Bean Gum 
industry. The objective of this study was to evaluate some of the physical characteristics of 
Turkish carob pods. Two domestic types (types 42 and 72) and two wild types (types 2 and 
88) were used in this study. The study was carried out in 2008. Fruit samples were collected 
from the trees when the moisture content of pods was 14-15% of fruit weight. For pod 
features; fruit weight, length, diameter, and thickness, flesh weight, fruit ratio and for seed 
features; number of seeds, seed weight and seed ratio were measured. The highest fruit weight, 
fruit length, fruit width, fruit thickness, husk weight, and husk percentage were found in e 
types 42 and 72. However, seed number and seed percentage of wild types (type 2 and 88) 
were found to be greater than those of both domestic types (types 42 and 72). Average fruit 
weight, length and width ranged from 7.45-36.25 g to 17.00-18.50 cm and 1.93-2.53 cm, 
respectively. Types 2 demonstrated the highest seed percentage (24.26%).  The carob fruit, 
seed yield and quality have a very high importance to the industry. Therefore, these traits can 
be useful breeding tool traits to breed a suitable commercial carob genotype for high fruit 
yield and seed quality. 
 
 
 
